
Fam
ily L

aw

In times of 
uncertainty 

we offer advice 
and support you 

can be sure of

,  

. 



With you each  
step of the way. 
Once you decide to work with 
Slater and Gordon, we keep 
you informed about what’s 
happening and what your 
options are at every stage. 

1 Contact us
We’ll discuss your matter and 
see where, and if,  we can help.

2 Assessment and 
recommendation
If you decide to proceed, 
we’ll further explore the 
issues in your matter and 
start working on getting 
results.

3 Negotiation or  
court hearings
Where possible, we try to 
resolve disputes between 
you and your partner 
through negotiation. If this 
isn’t possible, our lawyers 
have the skill and 
experience to guide you 
through the complexities 
of court proceedings.



Arguments are rarely fair, 
so we prefer settlements. 

The end of a relationship or marriage  
is a difficult time. Our experience has 
shown us that avoiding court is 
generally the best way forward.  
This will most likely save you time, 
money and help achieve a better 
outcome.

We also understand that, at times, 
agreements can be hard to reach. 
In these cases we can help you through 
the court process one step at a time. 
Our team of experienced family 
lawyers can give you comprehensive 
advice on your legal rights, obligations 
and entitlements. 

APPLYING FOR DIVORCE 

In most cases, applying for divorce is 
fairly straightforward. You can file an 
application in the Family Law Courts. 
You don’t need to finalise any 
parenting or financial matters before 
you apply. But you do need to have 
been separated for 12 months. 

To be separated, it is enough to say 
that you believe the relationship is 
over and there is no prospect you will 
get back together. You do not have to 
file any applications. You can continue 
to live under the one roof if that 
arrangement better suits your 
circumstances.

You can find more information at 
www.federalcircuitcourt.gov.au  
(If you’re in Western Australia, please 
visit www.familycourt.wa.gov.au)

Making it legally binding 

Depending on your personal 
circumstances, you may wish to make 
sure that any agreement you reach  
is legally binding. By making your 
financial matters legally binding, you 
know exactly where you both stand. 

You’ll need an application for Consent 
Orders. This provides a clear, legally 
binding understanding for both you 
and your ex-partner. Provided the 
agreement is considered fair and 
appropriate, obtaining a Consent 
Order is usually a straightforward 
process.

ENSURING YOUR PROPERTY IS 
DIVIDED FAIRLY 

Under Family Law, the definition of 
property includes cash and houses,  
as well as assets such as family 
businesses, trusts, investments and 
superannuation. Property also 
includes debts and liabilities. It does 
not matter in whose name the 
property is held. 

It is important to divide your property 
legally. If you don’t do so, your 
ex-partner may be able to make future 
claims on the assets. You could also 
find yourself liable for debts you did 
not incur. 

Time limits apply when seeking 
property settlements; 1 year after a 
divorce order is made by a court for 
people who have been married, and  
2 years after the end of a de facto 
relationship.

LOOKING AFTER YOUR 
CHILDREN’S INTERESTS 

Many separated couples are able to 
agree on future parenting 
arrangements for their children 
without the assistance of lawyers, 
except for documenting their 
agreement. This is often the best 
outcome for everyone involved. 

If you can’t reach an agreement, our 
family lawyers can advise you on how 
to establish fair arrangements that are 
in the best interests of your children. 

Getting a mediator involved 

Family Dispute Resolution mediation  
is available if you’re finding it difficult 
to reach an agreement. If mediation 
proves unsuccessful, you may need  
to make an application to the Court. 

How child support works 

Parents have a responsibility to 
contribute to the costs of looking  
after their children. 

You can make a private agreement 
with your ex-partner. If this isn’t 
possible, the amount of child support 
will be determined by the Child 
Support Agency.

Child Support does not necessarily 
need to be paid in cash. You can choose 
to pay it by providing specific support 
such as school fees or medical 
expenses. 

More information can be found at 
www.humanservices.gov.au

SEPARATING FROM A  
DE FACTO RELATIONSHIP 

Since 2009, de facto couples across  
most states in Australia have had 
similar rights and obligations as 
married couples. So in many cases, the 
same rules apply as for any separation 
or divorce.

When considering whether or not  
a de facto relationship existed, the 
courts will look at how long you have 
been together, the nature and extent of 
your common residence and whether 
there is a sexual relationship between 
the parties. Your financial involvement 
may also be considered. A de facto 
relationship can exist regardless of 
whether it is same sex or different sex, 
and even when one of the parties is 
legally married to someone else or in 
another de facto  relationship. 



 

Why choose Slater and Gordon? 

We have a dedicated team of experienced family lawyers 
who will work to understand your situation and can then 
offer clear, expert, relevant advice. 

We have Accredited Specialists in this area of law. Your local 
lawyer will have access to the resources of our national firm, 
to help you get the best possible outcome.

To provide extra certainty, we do it for a fixed fee*.

Fixed fees* 

Most law firms charge legal fees according to the time they spend on your 
matter. We don’t. We believe fixed fees* provide greater certainty in terms  
of cost, so you can make more informed decisions each step of the way.

Our fixed fee* arrangement works exactly like a quote. You and your lawyer 
discuss your matter and develop a plan for how to handle it. You get a fixed fee* 
proposal that sets out the stages of work to be done and how the fees are to be 
paid. If we all agree to its terms, you sign the contract and our lawyer starts 
work on resolving your matter. 

Fees are charged in stages rather than on the time involved. If you haven’t 
settled the matter after we finish a quoted stage, we will assess what is required 
to achieve the next stage and quote you a further fixed fee* to proceed. 

For more information about our family law fixed fees*, including what is and 
isn’t included, exceptions and processes, visit our website at  
www.familylawfixedfees.com.au

GET IN TOUCH

We have an office near you.  
1800 555 777

slatergordon.com.au 

* Presently available only in Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland and Western Australia

*Conditions apply.  
  Fixed fees do not include disbursements  
  which are charged at cost. 


