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You can’t plan  
for everything

but you can plan for  
the important things



PLANNING FOR THE UNEXPECTED

Your Estate Plan should be structured 
around what you expect to happen, 
and flexible enough to accommodate 
changed laws or changed 
circumstances. It can include:

Business plans

This can cover everything from 
determining how to legally integrate 
company, trust and superannuation 
structures to the future realisation 
of your investment in a business.

A tax plan

Your plan should have a tax-efficient 
structure addressing the income tax, 
Capital Gains Tax, GST and stamp 
duty implications of transferring assets 
and/or managing assets upon death, 
retirement or any other event.

A plan to give

Your plan should cover financial 
agreements that may affect the gifting 
of certain assets. 

A plan with all the benefits

Consider including testamentary 
trusts in your plan. These are created 
by your Will and come into existence 
after you pass away. They allow 
beneficiaries to enjoy the full benefit of 
a gift from your estate whilst enjoying 
the asset protection and taxation 
benefits.

Retirement plan

Your plan should incorporate a 
retirement plan as well as investment 
and wealth accumulation strategies. 
These can be provided by a licensed 
financial planner and co-ordinated 
with your Estate Plan. It may include 
the use of insurance as an asset to 
cover debt or income or to bolster 
your estate. 

What is 
Estate Planning?



WHERE DO YOU START?

Thinking about your Will and your 
estate can be unsettling. But it is some 
of the most important thinking you 
can do.

A well considered, legal Will or 
broader Estate Plan can make the 
future more certain for your family 
and loved ones. 

You can address future financial and 
personal issues like; who will look 
after you if you cannot make decisions 
about your medical treatment or 
financial affairs. You can even 
determine who will take care of your 
children, if they are still minors, and 
you are unable to care for them. 

It all comes down to details. This is 
where Slater and Gordon can help. 

WHY SHOULD I MAKE A WILL 
OR CONSIDER A BROADER 
ESTATE PLAN? 

 +  It can provide certainty about 
your financial and personal affairs 
while you are alive and after you 
pass away.

 + It can reduce frustration and 
arguments between your family  
and friends.

 + You get to decide how your estate is 
divided between family, friends and 
charities.

 + You get to nominate a guardian for 
any minor or incapacitated children.

 + You get to nominate who will act as 
executor to administer your estate.

Even if you think you have few assets, 
you should consider a few things over 
and above the Will itself. It’s best to 
also have powers of attorney to cover 
financial and medical decisions. These 
ensure control is maintained if you lose 
capacity. They also ensure, when you 
pass away, the assets you do have pass 
to the people you care about. 

MAKING A WILL 

This is the first, and perhaps the most 
important, step of Estate Planning. 

It ensures your estate goes to the 
people you want it to go to. If you 
don’t have a Will, your estate will  
be distributed using a fixed formula 
determined by the government in the 
state in which you live or where your 
assets are located.

You will need to nominate an executor 
or executors who will have the power 
and authority to manage your estate. 

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF 
AN EXECUTOR? 

The executor has two roles. The first  
is to obtain probate. This involves 
making an application to the Court  
to have the Court validate your Will. 

The second role is to administer your 
estate. They must collect all your 
assets, pay all your debts and 
distribute your estate in accordance 
with your Will. 

The executor may be either a family 
member or friend; or a professional 
adviser such as a lawyer, accountant  
or trustee, who will charge a fee for 
carrying out the role. You can also 
nominate co-executors if you wish,  
or a backup executor in the event that 
the executor is unable to accept the 
appointment. 

If you do not nominate an executor the 
Courts will appoint an administrator 
on your behalf.

KEEPING YOUR WILL UP TO DATE 

When your life changes, you should 
also change your Will. This ensures 
that your estate will go to the people 
you want it to go to.

Changes may include: 

 + marriage or re-marriage 

 + birth, death or coming of age 
of children 

 + de-facto partners 

 + separation or divorce 

 + purchase or disposal of assets 

 + death, incapacity or the retirement 
of your executor

WHAT KIND OF WILL OR 
ESTATE PLAN DO I NEED?

If you are unsure whether a standard 
Will can meet your needs, you can use 
our obligation-free online Estate 
Planning self-assessment tool. Simply 
visit slatergordon.com.au and follow 
the prompts.

The assessment has been put together 
by our Estate Planning experts and 
can tell you if a standard Will can 
work for you. 

If your estate is too complex for a 
standard Will, the service will tell you 
that also. Then, at no cost to you, it 
will identify the complexities in your 
estate, advise you about the issues you 
have to address and why they’re 
important. 



HOW TO START

You can either book an appointment 
with a Slater and Gordon lawyer, or 
go to the Wills section of our website.

If a Standard Online Will* can work 
for you, you can complete the Will 
online. It is a very affordable way to 
get the peace of mind that comes with 
having a legally binding Will. 

If you have significant assets or more 
complicated family or financial 
arrangements, we have experts who 
can help. We can help you create 
trusts or provide charitable bequests 
as part of your estate. Our 
experienced lawyers will be able to 
advise of the costs involved in 
creating a Will that will best suit your 
individual circumstances prior to 
undertaking any work on your behalf.

We are also able to store your Will 
free of charge in a secure safe 
custody facility.

PEACE OF MIND

A well-considered, legal Will gives 
you peace of mind.

Slater and Gordon has a team of 
experienced Wills, Estate Planning, 
Probate and Estate Litigation 
lawyers. We can advise you on 
completing a Will, preparing powers 
of attorney and enduring powers of 
guardianship, undertaking Estate 
Planning, administration of a 
deceased estate, including 
superannuation and death benefits, 
and Will disputes.

TAKE CONTROL 

There may come a time when you’re 
unable to make decisions for yourself. 
Estate Planning can include putting 
plans in place to ensure someone is 
able to make decisions on your behalf. 

These include finance powers of 
attorney, welfare powers of attorney, 
and instructions on the medical 
treatment you wish to receive. 

Appointing a power of attorney 

A power of attorney is a legal 
document that appoints one or more 
individuals and grants them the 
power to act on your behalf. Your 
attorney is legally bound to act 
honestly and have regard for your 
best interest at all times. 

You can have an enduring power of 
attorney to cover you in the event 
you become incapable of making 
decisions yourself. 

A medical power of attorney (or 
enduring guardian) gives someone 
the power to make medical and 
welfare decisions on your behalf. This 
can be a close friend, family member 
or lawyer. Slater and Gordon can 
help determine which type of 
document you need to make the 
appointment legal. 

Health care instructions 

If you believe you’ll need specialised 
health care, but may not be able to 
make your own decisions, you can 
create an advance health care 
directive advising your family and 
health care providers what your 
wishes are. It is important to let your 
family members know where this is 
kept. Our lawyers can help you 
prepare this, so your legal rights 
are protected.

Elder Law 

Slater and Gordon also offer expert 
assistance in Elder Law, which 
addresses legal needs for seniors. 
This includes elder abuse, dealings 
with retirement villages and 
government departments 
concerning benefits.

Property Law 

Our Property Law experts can help 
you determine and protect your 
property. This can cover ‘tangible’ 
property, such as land, or 
‘intangible’ property, such as 
intellectual property rights.

Digital Assets 

Photographs, emails, confidential 
passwords and other valuable 
information are often stored on 
computers, smart phones or in the 
cloud with social media accounts. 

It is important that you empower 
your attorney or executor to identify 
and take control of these assets 
once you lose mental capacity or 
pass away. 

EASING THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN 

If you do not have a suitable person 
to act as your executor, Slater and 
Gordon can undertake the role on 
your behalf. 

Estate administration 

Slater and Gordon can ensure 
probate is obtained with minimal 
stress, and can guide the executor 
through the process of administering 
and distributing the estate in 
accordance with the wishes of the 
deceased. Some estates can be quite 
complex, and can take anywhere 
from about six months to several 
years to administer.

We can also help ensure any disputes 
are handled fairly and with minimal 
disruption. 

*Conditions apply. Standard Online Wills 
may not be suitable for complex estates.

A legal Will gives you peace of mind that 
your loved ones will be taken care of.



 

Estate Planning is not just about 
having a Will. It involves the review, 
management and control of your 
personal, family and business affairs 
while you are alive and when you pass 
away. It can be as simple as having a 
Will, but often involves powers of 
attorney, enduring guardianships 
and sometimes more.
A well-considered Estate Plan can 
cover your current lifestyle needs, 
your retirement plans, your business 
arrangements, your tax position, 
future critical events such as divorce, 
health scares and family disputes as 
well as ensuring your assets go exactly 
where you wish them to go.
It simply gives you peace of mind.
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Why choose Slater and Gordon? 

We have a dedicated team of Wills, Probate and Estate 
Planning lawyers. 

Our specialists can offer clear, expert Estate Planning  
advice. They understand the importance of details and  
can help you ensure your wishes are adhered to. 

Even if you have a very complex estate, getting peace  
of mind can be more affordable than you may think.

GET IN TOUCH

We have an office near you.  
1800 555 777

slatergordon.com.au 




